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Searching for spirits 
So far, score is ghost 1, photographer 0, as we join a troupe 
of ghost trackers at state park 
BY RYAN CLARK | ENQUIRER STAFF WRITER 

CARROLLTON - They stood around the bed, their hands outstretched, reaching for something 
unseen. It was a spirit, they said. A ghost. 

This ghost was trying to tell them something. They were convinced that if it could just find the 
energy, it could talk. So they extended their arms, in a giving way, to lend their own energy to him. 

"We thank you for coming and talking with us tonight," one member told the spirit. 

In the back of the room, the Skeptical Reporter folded his arms and sighed. The 
Skeptical Photographer kept shooting pictures. But they saw nothing. They heard 

nothing. They felt nothing. 

The assignment was a bust. 

Still, the photographer kept shooting, the reporter kept watching. 

The Ghost Hunters kept talking, supposedly communicating with the spirit of an old man. 

Minutes passed. The photographer stopped her work and walked to the reporter's side. 

"Look at this," she said scrolling through a series of digital pictures. 

The photo was unmistakable - while it showed the Ghost Hunters, arms outstretched, palms down 
- it also showed something on the bed. A pink, translucent cloud. 

"What do you suppose that is?" the photographer asked. 

The reporter shook his head. He had no idea. 

PsyTech was born out of the curiosity of Nicholasville resident Starr Chaney, who is certified in 
ghost hunting. 

"There are many places you can go to learn how to do this," she said. "I actually went to two 
separate schools - one in California and another in Texas." 

She learned how to take the correct digital photography, test for voices and measure the amount 
of energy in the room, all supposed indicators of spirit activity. 

PsyTech is not a business and charges no money. Its handful of members are interested in 
finding haunted places. They tour the state, and sometimes travel farther, to find evidence of 
ghosts. 

Since the group was formed in 1997, they've investigated 30 sites. 

Their crew expanded to include self-proclaimed medium (and 21-year Navy veteran) Denita Ross, 
of Robertson County, independent documentary maker Charla Stone, of Louisville, and Starr's 
daughter, Jessi Chaney. 

"I was raised in Eastern Kentucky, where we talked about the haints," said Starr Chaney, who 
sells candles as her day job. 
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Map: General Butler State Resort Park (PDF)  

 To visit the house 

The Spirits of Butler Paranormal Program 
 
When: May 20-21 
 
Where: General Butler State Resort Park 
 
Activities include: Tour of the Butler-Turpin 
house, meals, history of the grounds, guest 
speakers, digital night photography and 
accommodation at the park lodgings. 
 
For pricing and other information: Call (866) 
462-8853 and ask for the Spirits of Butler Package 
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Evelyn Welch, historic site museum manager at General Butler 
State Park, outside the Butler-Turpin house. She's familiar with the 
tales of spirits around the house. 



Recently the Chaneys, Ross and Stone traveled to Carrollton's Gen. Butler State Park. 

On a Friday night, they made their way to the Butler-Turpin State Historic House - a place 
supposedly haunted since the 1930s. 

"The spirits will talk to us," said Ross, who is convinced she's had the gift to communicate with the 
dead since she was 4. "They sometimes use our energy and talk to us, through our electrical 
devices like our phones, our computers and our televisions." 

Night had fallen and the group unloaded their microphones and cameras, batteries and cords. 

Evelyn Welch, the museum manager of the park, works at the house and knows the legends that 
people tell. She wanted to sit in. 

"I guess I don't know what I believe," she said. 

A clock in the dining room hasn't worked for years, but sometimes, it chimes for no reason. On 
occasion, Welch has heard children playing outside the house, yet she is always alone. 

Built in 1859, it was the home of Maj. Thomas Langford Butler, who assisted Gen. Andrew 
Jackson in the War of 1812, Welch said. Butler's daughter Mary Ellen then lived in the home with 
her husband Phillip Turpin and their six children. Mary Ellen lived there only a year, dying of 
tuberculosis. Turpin children also died of the disease. 

The first reports of hauntings were made in the 1930s when the state took over the property, 
Welch said. "I've heard from a man whose sisters lived in the house back at that time and they 
would get scared because of the apparitions they saw in the doorways." 

"There's such an energy here," Ross said. "The ghosts are here because they love this house and 
don't want to leave. We should get a lot tonight." 

LITTLE ELIZA 

Inside a bedroom, Ross said she could feel a spirit. "It's a little girl." 

the Ghost Hunters used dowsing rods to communicate. 

They asked questions. If the rods moved together, the answer was supposed to be a "Yes." If they 
moved apart, it was a "No." 

The group tried to communicate with a 6-year-old ghost named Eliza. Through the dowsing rods, 
Eliza said she knew the matriarch of the family, Mary Ellen Turpin. 

Eliza wanted to play. 

In complete darkness, Jessi Chaney asked Eliza to play with her. With the group watching the 
scene from the monitor on the night-vision camcorder, Chaney extended her arms into the air. 

The reporter looked at the screen. Points of light popped all around Chaney's body, like fireworks, 
or shooting stars. 

He looked back at Chaney, and as his eyes focused he saw only the young woman, her arms 
extended into the air. He looked again at the video camera screen. The lights continued to pop. 

"Spirits are in constant motion," Ross said. "Their energy field around them creates an orb and 
when they move, the orb moves with them because that is their energy. Video cameras pick them 
up because the camera is faster than our eyes and can actually slow them down." 

That was Ross' explanation of the strange lights on the video screen - that it was the spirit of 
Eliza. 

After a few more minutes, the battery in the video camera was drained. Strangely, three spare 
batteries - all fully charged - also were dead. 

The tour was over. 

Outside, thunder rolled and lightning streaked across the dark sky. The photographer was eager 
to see if she had caught any orbs in her own pictures. 

As they left, the reporter asked Welch if she'd seen anything to warrant her believing in ghosts. 
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Gen. Percival Pierce Butler (1760-1821) is interred in the family 
cemetery. He was Adjutant General of Kentucky 1793-1817. 



 

 
 

 
  

"It's interesting," Welch said. "But I don't know. Some people, like (the PsyTech crew), they're so 
believable. You just don't know." 

'THEY'RE JUST - GONE' 

Days later, away from the dark and the thunder and the cameras, the reporter is convinced of one 
thing: 

The story - the ghost story that held so much promise - is a dud. 

Yes, he had seen the popping lights, and the batteries had been drained and the photograph 
showed a pink cloud. But really, did that suggest anything more than bad batteries, bad light in a 
photo, or some form of electricity in the room? Probably not. 

In his office, the phone rang. It was the photographer. 

"I can't find my pictures," she said. 

What? 

"I can't find my pictures. They've disappeared." 

The photographer had loaded her memory card into her computer, uploaded her photos and even 
begun to choose which ones would appear in the newspaper. A colleague watched her do it. She 
then left to shoot other pictures, and when she returned, the photos, and the file she saved them 
in, were missing. 

"They're just - gone," she said. 

The reporter was speechless. He couldn't help but think back to Ross' words. 'The spirits will talk 
to us,' she had said. Through our phones. Our televisions. Our computers. 

He didn't think about it long. There was a story to write. 

Later, a recovery program was used to try and find the photographer's pictures. Photos were 
found from Wednesday and Thursday. They were found from Saturday. 

But for Friday night - the night the reporter and photographer went ghost hunting with PsyTech - 
not a single image appeared. 

"It was like we never even went," the photographer said. "Like I never even pushed the button. I 
can't believe it." 

But it happened. 

Believe it or not. 

E-mail rclark@nky.com 
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